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MDSU-1 CPO volunteers for Junior Achievement 
By MDSU-1 Public Affairs

In December 1997 Chief Yeoman
(SW) Robert Bridgewater read an
advertisement in Hawaii Navy
News asking for volunteers to help
teach Hawaii’s students through
Junior Achievement Hawaii. 

Bridgewater, a 17 year Navy vet-
eran and Admin Officer at Mobile
Diving and Salvage Unit ONE
said “I have been interested in the
possibility of becoming a teacher
and I thought this might be some-
thing that I would enjoy.  I also
wanted to make a significant con-
tribution, if I could, and this has
enabled me to do just that,” he
said. 

“I called Dan Clark, the Junior
Achievement Hawaii Education
Director, who interviewed me and
set me up with a teacher and a 4th
grade class at Waimalu
Elementary School.”  

“I was very fortunate to be
paired up right from the start with
such a wonderful and special
teacher as Mrs. Wong,” he said.
“She has always been a big help in
the classroom and has been very
enthusiastic towards the curricu-
lum. That first group of students
have always been very special to
me as well, and it is really a good
feeling to see them each time I vis-
it the school, especially when they
greet me in Hawaiian:  

“After I taught several classes at
Waimalu, there were many stu-
dents who knew me when I made
repeat visits during the school
year,” he said. “It is a great feeling
to have so many kids greet me in
the hallways at the school.”

Bridgewater soon found that the
Junior Achievement curriculum
was so easy to teach and was such
a rewarding experience that he
taught all four of the 4th grade
classes at Waimalu Elementary
School that first year. 

“The Junior Achievement cur-
riculum is designed so that anyone
can be successful teaching no mat-
ter what your background or ex-
perience,” he said.  “I have been
very impressed with the curricu-
lum in each grade level I have
taught, except I do have a couple
favorites -  the 4th grade being one
of them.”

Bridgewater has since returned
to Waimalu Elementary to teach
some of the same students he

taught that first year, but this
time in the 5th grade, with the
same teachers, including Mrs.
Wong.  

“It is amazing how this year has
turned out,” he said.   “I am so glad
that I was able to go back to
Waimalu and teach some of the
same students I did last year, but
one grade higher. It’s really great!”

Bridgewater has assisted Junior
Achievement with teaching nu-
merous other classes, including at
Barbers Point Elementary and

Kapolei Elementary, and is now
beginning teaching all the 4th
grade classes at Alvah Scott
Elementary School this year.  At
every opportunity, he has tied in
his experience in the military to
the highly interactive lesson plans
he presented.

“The Junior Achievement pro-
gram is designed for five 45-
minute sessions in the classroom,
and can easily be accomplished
working around your work sched-
ule,” he said.

Dan Clark, the Junior
Achievement Education Director
said, “We have really been fortu-
nate to have Chief Bridgewater
among our many volunteers. He
has done an outstanding job and
has been integral to the overall
success of our program, including
the recruitment and training of
new volunteers.

“We are always in need for new
volunteers,” he continued. 

A volunteer’s own background,
experience and unique personality

makes the teaching experience
very effective.

“Because of the extensive expe-
rience the military brings to the
classroom, it is highly desirable to
obtain and keep volunteers from
the military community,” Dan
added. “We really encourage any-
one in the military to get in-
volved.” 

If you or someone you know is
interested in becoming a Junior
Achievement volunteer, please
call Dan Clark at 486-8806.
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YNC(SW) Bridgewater, a volunteer for Junior Achievement Hawaii, is surrounded by some of his Waimalu Elementary students. Bridgewater returned for
a second year of volunteering his off-duty time to help local elementary school students with their academics. The Junior Achievement Program consists
of five 45-minute sessions in a classroom.   
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The last of the old bell-
bottom dungarees were re-
cently issued to incoming
recruits.

In the past, each recruit
was given one pair of dun-
garees and three sets of
new utility uniforms. From
this date on, enlisted mem-
bers will be issued four of
the updated version of the
working uniform, similar
in fit to the wash khakis
worn by officers and chiefs
at sea.

Recruits have been is-
sued the dungarees in the
past in order to use up the
stockpile.

The new straight-leg
dark blue pants, with per-
manent creases, and the
light blue shirts, are both
65/35 percent polyester/
cotton mix. The uniforms
have deep pockets and
name tapes are embroi-
dered on instead of sten-
ciled.

“The bell bottoms are go-
ing away,” said Senior
Chief Information Tech-
nician  Catherine Phill-
mon, uniform liaison offi-
cer. 

“The new uniform looks
more professional; it is
more presentable. It seems
it will be more serviceable
in the fleet,” Phillmon
added. “It is like the chiefs’
uniform, only the color is
different. And it will have a
better fitting pocket.”

Last pairs
of bell-
bottomed
dungarees
issued to
incoming
recruits

The USS Frederick (LST 1184)
welcomed aboard Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps Cadets from
Radford, Campbell and Farrington
High Schools during a recent guest
cruise to Lahaina, Maui.  

The ship departed Jan. 7, from
Pearl Harbor and anchored later
that afternoon.  The Navy JROTC
Cadets from Radford and Campbell
High and the Army JROTC Cadets
from Farrington High enjoyed a
welcome aboard breakfast, Sea and
Anchor detail, tour of the ship and
various interactive Damage Control
displays during the transit. 

In addition, the cadets were given
the opportunity to witness and ex-
perience the rigorous daily under-
way routine of the crew that keeps
the ship operating safely.

During the ship tour, Frederick
crewmembers Damage Controlman
2nd Class (SW) Tennis, Senior Chief
Storekeeper (SW) Compton, Senior
Chief Mess Management Specialist
(SW) Peck and Lt.j.g. Walker
walked the cadets throughout the
ship on an extensive tour route.
Among other spaces, the cadets
were shown the ship’s Combat
Information Center (CIC), Bridge,
Close In Weapons System (CIWS),
and tank deck.  

At each location, Frederick
crewmembers were standing by to
brief the cadets about ongoing op-
erations, explain the features of the
ship’s equipment, and answer all
the cadets questions.  The conclu-
sion of the tour seemed to be a fa-
vorite of the cadets, as they were
served refreshments on the mess
decks prepared by Frederick’s mess
specialists.

Later in the afternoon, cadets ac-
tively participated and competed in
“Damage Control Olympics” on the
flight deck.  Members of Frederick’s
Flying Squad including Hull
Technician 3rd Class Gumbleton,
HT2(SW) Lesch and EM3 Allen led

the cadets through competitive
Damage Control exercises such as
the proper donning of a Fire
Fighting Ensemble (FFE) and
Oxygen Breathing Apparatus
(OBA) as quickly as possible, how to
quickly implement the P-100 pump
in damage control efforts, and live
hose handling competitions.  The
cadets not only learned a great deal
through their participation but also
had a great time competing against
one another.

Upon the ship’s arrival in

Lahaina, the cadets continued their
training ashore with the Baldwin
High School JROTC unit and en-
joyed magnificent liberty on the
beautiful island of Maui.  Frederick
hosted tours for the Baldwin High
Cadets while anchored out.

Cadets, crew and guests re-em-
barked four days later for the re-
turn transit.  Training continued
with the Frederick Damage Control
Training Team as the cadets were
once again organized into teams
and demonstrated their newly ac-

quired skills in combating simulat-
ed fires on the flight deck.  The voy-
age for the more than 50 cadets
proved to be an extremely educa-
tional and enjoyable experience for
both the cadets and Frederick’s
crew.  

Frederick is looking forward to
continuing the partnership formed
with Radford High School’s
NJROTC program as future events
are being planned.

Frederick hosts local JROTC Cadets
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DCC(SW) Martin Aguiar shows local JROTC Cadets the P-100, a portable, gasoline powered pump used for fire-fight-
ing and de-watering in damage control situations. The cadets embarked aboard the USS Frederick (LST 1184) for a
four day cruise to Maui.
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